[Calciphylaxis of the skin as a sequela of terminal kidney failure. Report and discussion of 3 cases].
Calciphylaxis is a rare syndrome mostly affecting patients with secondary hyperparathyroidism and in some cases with functional protein C or protein S deficiency. Skin lesions begin as superficial painful patches that progress to deep necrotic lesions. The findings are often misdiagnosed as livedo vasculitis and the prognosis is poor. Histopathologically, calcification in the media of small arteries and arterioles with intimal hyperplasia is seen. It is unclear if this morphologic hallmark is pathogenetic. Therapeutically, the calcium-phosphate product should be lowered pharmacologically by an intensified and modified dialysis treatment and parathyroidectomy.